
 
resources for advent 

and christmas 
 

books 
the liberation of christmas - 
richard horsley 
 
the first christmas- john dominic crossan  
and marcus borg 
 
the birth of the messiah - raymond brown 
 
galatians re-imagined - brigitte kahl 

 
films 

what would jesus buy? (2007)  
the story of rev. billy  
and the church of stop shopping 
 

blogs 
subversive carols at blackflagtheology.com 
 
#staywokeadvent 
https://medium.com/stay-woke-advent/ 

 
The Politics of 

Cchristmas 
and the Roman 

Empire\ 

 
 

a zine by brothertimothie 
 

police tear gas protestors in ferguson, mo. 



a radical carol  
sung to the tune of God rest ye merry gentlemen 

 

God bless you very wealthy men, 
good news I have to tell: 
the market's up, you're making more  
each time you buy and sell. 
with layoffs more, your profits soar, 
you're living rather well. 
o tidings of capital gains. 
 
God bless you very wealthy men, 
you never have to see 
the people all around you who must live in misery. 
you keep the poor far from your door, 
you know no poverty. 
o tidings of capital gains. 

 
God bless the poor and working class, 
it's time to take a stand 
for decent wages, health,  
and pensions are our just demands. 
it's time to fight we must unite. 
won't you lend a hand? 
o tidings of capital gains. 

[by arnie alpert (http://ainfos.ca/03/dec/ainfos00410.html)] 
 
 
 

 
 

 

activity 
color in the ornament with how you're 

feeling at the moment 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

on the night before christmas, we’ll all be about 
while the people are sleeping, we’ll realize our clout 
we’ll expropriate goods from the stores, ‘cos that’s fair 
and distribute them widely, to those who need care. 

*found written on the back of a postcard 
by peter kropotkin (1823)* 

 
 



subversive carol:  
lo, how a  rose e'’er blooming 

 written in the late 16th century, “lo, how a rose e’er blooming” 
was originally a german hymn. the verses are chalk-full of hebrew 
bible imagery and present a high view of christ as God-babe. and 
underlying, these lyrics overthrow systems of fascist political 
domination. 
 

 in current american theological discourses, God is taught as a most 
sovereign being, totally in control, and having knowledge of 
everything at once. we project such beliefs onto our secular structures, 
such as the government (federal, nsa, cia), family (patriarchal), and 
violent state authorities (police/military).  
 

 “lo, how a rose e’er blooming” deconstructs and resists such strong 
interpretations of a strong God and government. ripe with metaphor, 
in the first verse jesus is “a rose…from a tender stem,” “sung by” 
humanity, and “a floweret bright.” these phrases do not demonstrate 
a sovereign divinity, but a gentle, compassionate loving divnity. again 
in the second verse, a rose represents jesus. it is not God’s power 
shown through jesus’ birth; instead, it is God’s tender love.  
 

 the shepherds make an appearance in this song by traveling to see 
the sweet child. in us context, shepherds are the crusties, homeless 
persons, and day laborers. they are the forgotten, the nobodies. the 
ones no one wants to recognize. so we ignore them. it’s these people 
that the angels first proclaim the message of jesus’ birth. finally, in 
the last verse jesus is called the “flower, whose fragrance tender with 
sweetness” still “fills the air.”  
 

Our load is now lightened  
that we may breathe life  

where only death is found. 
 

To disrupt destructive power that goodness may abound. 

 
 
 
(http://nicoleslifeafter20.blogspo
t.com/2012/11/christmas-word-
scramble.html) 

christmas word scramble 
 



ADVENT cALENDAR 
on each day of december leading up to christmas, count the 
appropriate privilege (which always comes with greater 
responsibility) and pay the fine. send the collected money  
to a group that fights poverty (broadway community inc. or  
the poverty initiative) 
 
1. 10 ¢ for every hot water tap in your house  
2. 75 ¢ for every vehicle your family owns  
3. 5 ¢ for every pair of jeans you own  
4. 25 ¢ if your family subscribes to the newspaper  
5. 5 ¢ for every bed in your house  
6. 3 ¢ for every beauty makeup item you own 
7. 3 ¢ for every pair of footwear  
8. 3 ¢ for every light switch in your house 
9. 20 ¢ for every bathtub 
10. 10 ¢ for every toilet 
11. 2 ¢ for every bar or dispenser of soap  
12. 15 ¢ if you have dishes to eat off of  
13. 15 ¢ if you have cooking pots in your cupboards  
14. 5 ¢ for every window in your house  
15. 10 ¢ for every outside door  
16. 20 ¢ for every television in your house  
17. 5 ¢ for every magazine subscription  
18. 25 ¢ for every laptop or desktop computer 
19. 5 ¢ for every meal you had meat with this past week 
20. 10 ¢ for every non-water beverage you drank yesterday  
21. 25 ¢ if you have a snow blower  
22. 3 ¢ for every item of hair care stuff  
23. 15 ¢ for every bedroom in your house  
24. 5 ¢ for every blanket in your house 
25. 15 ¢ for every gift you received this christmas 

(buynothing
christmas.or

g) 

1 1/2 cups flour 
1/2 cup sugar 
1/2 tsp. baking soda 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1/2 cup oil 
1 tbsp. vanilla 
1 tbsp. maple syrup 
egg replacer (1/3 cup applesauce) 
cinnamon and sugar, to coat 
 

preheat oven to 375 degrees.  
mix dry ingredients in a bowl. mix wet ingredients in a measuring 
cup. stir wet ingredients with dry ingredients.  
using your hands, form the dough into a big ball. (if it sticks 
together well, then it’s the right consistency. if not, add a bit of 
water and mix it well.)  
form the dough into cookie-sized balls and roll them into the 
cinnamon-sugar mixture. 
place on an ungreased cookie sheet. flatten each ball a little bit. 
bake for about 7 minutes. 
 
 

vegan  
sugar  
cookies 


